RECOGNISING EARLY CHILDHOOD SERVICES AS
CRITICAL DISASTER INFRASTRUCTURE
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Overview: Early Childhood Education and Care (ECEC) services are more than education settings they are critical
community infrastructure supporting preparedness, response and recovery. Yet current emergency systems often

Infrastructure Risks Governance & Planning Gaps

Many services operate in buildings not designed High-risk emergency planning often falls to volunteer

for cllmat?-d.rlven. emergenues. They have: parent committees and overstretched managers,
e Poor air filtration during smoke events which creates:

Limited cooling in extreme heat

Lack of shelter-in-place and fire-resistant
design

Single road evacuation routes

Limited maintenance support

We need:
Climate-resilient upgrades and emergency-ready
infrastructure.

FIRE DANGER RATING

BARR & Fire Danger Ambiguity

PREPARE. ACT. SURVIVE.

While the Department of Education defines what
services are on the Bushfire At-Risk Register (BARR)
and provides clear closure requirements for
Catastrophic fire danger days, guidance for Extreme
conditions is often unclear. This creates uncertainty
for services and families about when to close, stay
open, or take precautionary action.

We need:
Direct emergency alerts for ECEC services
One clear, authoritative communication
channel
Clear guidance for Extreme and Catastrophic
fire danger days available to services and
families
Simple, consistent education-specific closure
and safety directives
Localised, easy-to-understand risk information
for services and families
Training and support for educators working
directly with children so they feel comfortable
and confident in their planning to keep children
safe
ECEC services need clear, proactive guidance,
not ambiguity during escalating risk conditions

* |nequity between services
* |nconsistent preparedness
e Systemic vulnerability

We need:

* Centralised expert emergency planning
frameworks;

e Dedicated administrative support funding

e Sector-specific guidance and technical
assistance

A Child-Centred Emergency
Response Is Essential

We need:

e Child-friendly safe spaces in relief centres

e Trauma-informed evacuation and recovery
supports
Early childhood-trained personnel in response
systems
Integration of Child Safe Standards in
emergency planning

Education for Sustainability
Builds Resilience

Education for Sustainability (EfS) strengthens:
* Preparedness
Agency and problem-solving
Community connection
Recovery from ecological and emotional
trauma

We need:
EfS embedded as a core part of disaster
resilience, not an add-on.




