CASE STUDY:

PRESBYTERIAN LADIES' COLLEGE EARLY

LEARNING CENTRE

When visiting the Presbyterian Ladies’
College Early Learning Centre, it is
immediately clear that children’s voices
and creativity are at the heart of the
environment. From the moment you
arrive, children's work is  visible
everywhere, with nature and sustainability
embedded into every aspect of the
learning spaces. Our host, Katina
Grammatoglou, Educational Leader and
Teacher, shared the centre’s inspiring
sustainability  journey. Grounded in
inquiry, intentionality, and deep listening,
this journey empowers children to
meaningfully engage with their indoor
and outdoor environments. One of the key
guiding principles is the Culture of Care, a
way of working with children that
emphasises compassion, tenderness,

kindness, and respect.

This philosophy was vividly evident
through the centre’s project-based
learning approach. From harvesting olives
to produce olive oil, to caring for local
possums, to investigating the diversity of
seeds, the children are encouraged to
engage deeply and authentically with
sustainability concepts. The toddlers are
recognised as leaders, contributing to the
centre’s natural fertiliser through their
banana water project. These experiences
cultivate curiosity, collaboration, and
responsibility while embedding
sustainable practices into everyday life.
The youngest infants are supported to
explore the natural world in ways that
foster belonging, connection, and care,
demonstrating that they too are capable
citizens.




Cross-age leadership also plays a vital
role in the PLC sustainability story. The ELC
is developing a whole-college approach
to an ELC Resource Rescue Centre. This
approach is embedded directly into the
Year 12 curriculum, rather than as an
additional activity, with students taking on
responsibility for leadership and learning
alongside the ELC children. Already, Year 11
students are preparing to be part of this
work in the year ahead, demonstrating
the importance of growing sustainable
practices and advocacy across age
groups.

With inspiration from Parents for Climate
and the Solar Energy Learning Circle with
Dr Sue Elliott, the ELC has also taken on
solar energy as the beginnings of
something new. A solar panel discovery
walk is being created to support children’s
learning and spark curiosity about
renewable energy and how it shapes their
future.

Sustainability at PLC ELC is not just about
daily practices, but about embedding
reflection and shared responsibility
across the whole community. Staff and
leadership meetings, parent surveys, and
collaborative inquiry projects ensure that
sustainability is continually revisited,
refined, and strengthened. This whole-of-
college approach makes sustainability
both a vision and a lived practice.

We thank Katina and her colleagues for
generously sharing their work and
inspiring us with their commitment,
creativity, and courage. Their example

shows how sustainability can truly
become a culture—embraced by children,
educators, families, and the wider
community.
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EEEC Committee Member
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